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On Feb. 3, faced with an avalanche of rumors of an imminent reinstatement of the military draft,
President Violeta Chamorro took to the air waves to deny the reports, emphatically insisting that
"there will be no [compulsory] military service during my term in office." Reading from a prepared
statement, Chamorro called on parents and youth to remain calm and to ignore the rumors, which
she attributed to anti-government sectors interested in "promoting war." The army also denied any
intention of returning to compulsory service. Opposition to the draft known as Patriotic Military
Service (Servicio Patriotico Militar, SMP) was a prominent feature of Chamorro's 1989-1990 electoral
campaign. In fact, the Sandinista National Liberation Front's (FSLN) refusal to eliminate the
draft prior to the elections was widely viewed as a key element in the party's defeat at the polls.
Speculation over the draft's possible reinstatement has been growing since late 1992, when military
activity in northern and central Nicaragua increased. Despite a counteroffensive launched over
four weeks ago, the army has been unable to stem attacks by recontra groups, which have instead
increased in intensity since late January. As part of its efforts to isolate the Chamorro administration,
in the last week of January right wing sectors of the National Opposition Union (Union Nacional
Opositora, UNO) began a campaign in the countryside to convince campesinos that the army had
begun a new recruitment drive. Subsequently, radio stations in Managua broadcast reports of an
alleged raid by army recruiters at a bar in the capital. According to the reports, a group of young
men at the bar were whisked off "to begin their military service." According to Lt. Col. Ricardo
Wheelock, army chief of public relations, "there is neither political intention on the part of the
government nor a need on the part of the armed forces to call anyone up for military service."
Wheelock added that at its current size of 16,200 troops, the army is fully capable of confronting
recontra military activities. He predicted that the recontra problem will be resolved definitively
during the first half of this year. (Sources: Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news
service EFE, 02/02/93; Agence France-Presse, 02/03/93)
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